[Two patients with a rare manifestation of amyloidosis in the respiratory system].
Amyloidosis of the respiratory tract was diagnosed in 2 patients. The patients were men, 62 and 55 years ofage. The first patient presented with dyspnoea and diffuse parenchymal lung abnormalities. There was a rapidly progressive obstructive lung function disorder and a severe diffusion impairment. The second patient had haemoptysis due to tracheobronchial amyloidosis. Amyloidosis of the respiratory system is rarely diagnosed. Nearly all cases ofclinically relevant respiratory amyloidosis are due to light chain amyloid (AL amyloidosis). The described diffuse lung parenchymal abnormalities are a manifestation of systemic AL amyloidosis. On the other hand, tracheobronchial amyloidosis is a disorder which usually remains localised in the airways. Systemic AL amyloidosis may be treated with chemotherapy or stem cell transplantation. It is unknown whether this treatment leads to a decrease of pulmonary function abnormalities. Tracheobronchial amyloidosis can be treated by endobronchial therapy. Often this treatment is required repeatedly. The first patient died 2 months after diagnosis due to pneumonia. The second patient was treated with endobronchial argon plasma coagulation and diathermy and has been symptom-free for 3 years since.